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Jasmine’s story 

Jasmine is a 27-year-old G2P0101 who presents 

for her initial prenatal visit at 14 weeks gestation. 

She has a history of a prior spontaneous preterm 

birth at 36 weeks. 

Her pregnancy is additionally complicated by 

obesity with a BMI of 35, depression, and anxiety.





Outline
1. What are SDOH / HRSNs?
2. The perinatal context
3. Intimate Partner Violence Screening & Response in 

Perinatal care -  lessons from the ground 
4. Reimagining perinatal support moving forward







Milestones that shaped modern SDOH framework 





https://www.cms.gov/priorities/innovation/files/worksheets/ahcm-screeningtool.pdf

8 supplemental domains
Financial strain

Employment
Family and community support

Education
Physical activity
Substance use
Mental health

Disabilities 







Maternal Mortality Is Rising in the U.S. As It Declines 
Elsewhere

Deaths per 100,000 live births

"Global, regional, and national levels of maternal mortality, 
1990–2015: a systematic analysis for the Global Burden 
of Disease Study 2015," The Lancet. Only data for 1990, 2000 
and 2015 was made available in the journal.
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"Global, regional, and national levels of maternal mortality, 1990–2015: a systematic analysis for the Global Burden of Disease Study 
2015," The Lancet. Only data for 1990, 2000 and 2015 was made available in the journal.
Source: The Lancet
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Black and American 
Indian/Alaska Native are 2-3 
times as likely to die from a 
pregnancy-related cause than 
white women  

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Disparities in Pregnancy-Related Deaths. CDC; accessed May 18, 2026. CDC infographic

https://archive.cdc.gov/www_cdc_gov/reproductivehealth/maternal-mortality/disparities-pregnancy-related-deaths/infographic.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Neerland. Determinants for Maternal Morbidity and Mortality. Obstet Gynecol 2024.





Pardo N, et al. Hypertension. 2025;82(5):849–858.









Reyes et al. 2021; Peahl et al. 2023; Tully et al. 2022; ACOG 2024.



Jefferson Connected Care Services (CCS)
• Enhanced HRSN screening with follow-up 
questions 
• Conducted by trained patient navigators 
• Real-time support and resource 
connection 
• Centralized referral specialists familiar 
with regional resources 
• Longitudinal follow-up to ensure 
successful connection to services 





1 in 4 women in the U.S. experience 
severe IPV in their lifetime

IPV often starts or escalates in 
pregnancy and postpartum 

Philadelphia has one of the highest reported rates of 
perinatal IPV 8.9%  

Black birthing persons 4x 
more than their White counterparts (11.4% vs 
3.1%)

Homicide is a leading cause 
of maternal mortality in the 
U.S. most often perpetrated by an intimate 
partner. 



Understanding IPV:
Power & Control

5/19/2026

IPV: A pattern of coercive 
behavior used by one person to 
gain power and control over 
another in a relationship

Pregnancy can escalate 
domestic abuse as: 
•Abusers feel threatened by the 
shift in priorities
•Pregnancy challenges isolation 



Barriers to leaving
• Leaving is the most dangerous time for survivors.

• Leaving does not always end the abuse.

• Abusers can be a source of both love and harm.

• Survivors may not realize they are being abused or may blame themselves for the violence.

• "Betrayal blindness"

• Intermittent reinforcement

• Isolation from social supports

• Children/Pets

• Economic Realities

5/19/2026 26

On average, it takes a survivor 7-10 times 

to leave an abusive relationship for good.



The Empowerment Model
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People supporting 
survivors are passengers 
on the bus.

The survivor drives 
the bus.



Role of the provider- ACT

5/19/2026

1. ASK THE QUESTIONS

2. CONNECT ON AN EMOTIONAL LEVEL

3. TRANSITION THEM TO EXPERT CARE

Because of IPV dynamics, especially isolation and surveillance, providers and clinic staff have a 

unique opportunity for intervention, harm reduction, and connecting patients with safety planning



Integrating 
Intimate Partner 
Violence 
Screening and Response 
into Prenatal care: 

A Survivor-Centered 
Workflow-Integrated 
Community-Partnered 
Pilot

6/2025-6/2026 

SKMC Dean’s Jump-Start Pilot Grant 
Philadelphia Maternal and Infant Health 
Mini-Grant 



P I L O T  P R O J E C T  A I M S :

1. Assess current practices and provider readiness 
2. Develop and implement a tailored IPV screening 

protocol
3. Pilot and iteratively refine the workflow 
4. Evaluate using RE-AIM (acceptability, uptake, 

scalability) 



W H E R E  W E  S T A R T E D :



W H A T  W E  F O U N D :W H A T  W E  F O U N D :



W H A T  W E  B U I L T :W H A T  W E  B U I L T :



S C R E E N I N G  W O R K F L O W :



Routine Safety Checkup Questionnaire 

Routine Safety Checkup Questionnaire





R E S P O N S E W O R K F L O WR E S P O N S E  W O R K F L O W :
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Felt safe answering the screening questions.

Felt that responses were kept private/confidential.

Felt being asked about relationship safety during
prenatal visit was acceptable.

Felt would get support if concerns about safety were
shared.

Felt screening modality (MyChart before visit, on a
personal device during visit, etc.) worked well.

Patient Perceptions of Intimate Partner Violence Screening

Strongly agree Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly disagree

Demographics (N=100) n(%)

Age
18-24 18
25-34 54
35-44 28
Race/Ethnicity

White 42

Black or African American 34

Hispanic or Latino 15

Asian 7
Bi-racial 2
Primary Language
English 98
French 2

Route of Screening

MyChart 80

In-person during visit 14

Private device during visit 6

Main Themes from open response: 
• Patients felt comfortable completing screening 
• Appreciated being asked about safety 
• Questions were clear and appropriate 
• Valued ability to complete screening privately (without partner present) 
• Some patients who screened negative still wanted in-person discussion

P A T I E N T  S A T I S F A C T I O N  



P I L O T  P R O J E C T  A I M S :

1. Assess current practices and provider readiness 
2. Develop and implement a tailored IPV screening 

protocol
3. Pilot and iteratively refine the workflow 
4. Evaluate using RE-AIM (acceptability, uptake, 

scalability) 









• It matters what they see 
around them

• It matters to address the 
elephant in the room

• It matters who talks to them























Rethinking the Model…
What if we brought care to patients—where they already are?









Graphic by Chikodi Ebo

Questions?
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