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PROBLEM STATEMENT
No standardized education for patients on urgent maternal warning signs
No standardized assessment to screen pregnant/postpartum patients for sepsis

FOCUS AREA
 Providing standardized education at discharge using the following handouts- POST-
Birth Warning Signs from AWHONN and the Urgent Maternal Warning Signs from AIM
Surveying our patients on the effectiveness of  the education and what we could do
better
Adding a Maternal Sepsis Screening assessment to the current Sepsis screen in our
EMR

RESULTS
59 surveys were distributed, with a return of  15 surveys, and a return
rate of  25%
 Received mostly positive feedback, patients felt the instructions were
clear and concise and felt that their questions were answered. They also
felt very confident that they would recognize the urgent maternal warning
signs. One patient felt the signs in the bathroom were good, but she had
a longer stay and wasn’t sure how helpful they would be during a short
stay.
Maternal Sepsis Screen Assessment audits were completed from
December until March with the assessments being completed correctly
on average 81% of  the time.

PEERS
On this topic, our team would like to know from our

peers that use Cerner is:
What screening tool do they use to assess for

Maternal Sepsis?

KEY INTERVENTIONS
Providing standardized and consistent education to all postpartum patients
Staff  education on importance of  screening all pregnant and postpartum
patients for Sepsis
Reviewed surveys to see where improvements in our education could be
made

MEASURES
 Placed the educational handouts in all patient’s folders and they were also placed on
the bathroom doors in all patient rooms and in physician’s offices.
Surveys were sent out to all patients delivering October through January at a week
postpartum either by email or USPS and reviewed when received.
Audits were conducted on education documentation in the EMR of  Urgent Maternal
Warning signs and who was educated
 Audits also continued with MEWS Assessment documentation on Admission, in
Labor and Postpartum,
Maternal portion of  Sepsis Screen was initiated on 12/01/2025 and audits were done
on documentation every shift.

Scan the QR
Code to view

the Survey

STATUS
All patients, prior to discharge, receive education using POST-Birth warning signs
and Urgent Maternal Warning Signs handouts
Monthly chart audits conducted on documentation of  Sepsis Screen Assessment,
MEWS assessment and education provided
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